
Adult–neonate aggressive interactions are rarely 
observed in reptiles, especially among iguanid 
�O�L�]�D�U�G�V���� �I�R�U�� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �U�H�S�R�U�W�V�� �R�I�� �L�Q�W�U�D�V�S�H�F�L�¿�F�� �D�J�J�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q��
toward juveniles or neonates are exceptionally scarce. 
Cannibalism has been documented only sporadically in 
iguanids, including island populations of Cyclura, where 
it has been interpreted as a facultative and opportunistic 
behaviour potentially linked to density-dependent 
�S�U�R�F�H�V�V�H�V�� �R�U�� �L�Q�W�H�Q�V�H�� �L�Q�W�U�D�V�S�H�F�L�¿�F�� �F�R�P�S�H�W�L�W�L�R�Q�� ���3�p�U�H�]��
Buitrago et al., 2006). A recent review of predation 
on Iguana iguana reports a single documented case 
of cannibalism, also originating from a place with 
high population density, reinforcing the view that such 
behaviour is highly uncommon and context-dependent 
���Y�D�Q�� �G�H�Q�� �%�X�U�J�� �D�Q�G�� �.�D�L�V�H�U���� �������������� �7�K�H�V�H�� �R�E�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�V��
suggest that, although herbivory dominates the diet 
of adult iguanids, aggressive interactions involving 
juveniles can occur under natural conditions and 
�P�D�\�� �F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�H�� �W�R�� �H�D�U�O�\���O�L�I�H�� �P�R�U�W�D�O�L�W�\�� �X�Q�G�H�U�� �V�S�H�F�L�¿�F��
circumstances.

�7�K�H�� �<�H�O�O�R�Z�� �/�D�Q�G�� �,�J�X�D�Q�D����Conolophus subcristatus 
���*�U�D�\���� �������������� �L�V�� �D�� �O�R�Q�J���O�L�Y�H�G���� �S�U�L�P�D�U�L�O�\�� �K�H�U�E�L�Y�R�U�R�X�V��
�V�S�H�F�L�H�V���H�Q�G�H�P�L�F���W�R���W�K�H���*�D�O�i�S�D�J�R�V���,�V�O�D�Q�G�V���Z�L�W�K���D���Z�H�O�O��
documented ecology and behaviour. Neonates emerge 
into an environment where exposure to predators, harsh 
climatic conditions, and limited access to refuges impose 
strong selective pressures during the early post-hatching 
�S�H�U�L�R�G�� ���&�D�U�S�H�Q�W�H�U���� ������������ �6�Q�H�O�O�� �D�Q�G�� �7�U�D�F�\���� ��������������

Although precise estimates of survival to adulthood 
are lacking for C. subcristatus, in another endemic 
�*�D�O�i�S�D�J�R�V�� �L�J�X�D�Q�D����Amblyrhynchus cristatus, only a 
small fraction of hatchlings successfully recruit into the 
�D�G�X�O�W�� �S�R�S�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� ���/�D�X�U�L�H�� �D�Q�G�� �%�U�R�Z�Q�� �������������� �L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�L�Q�J��
that early life stages represent a critical demographic 
�E�R�W�W�O�H�Q�H�F�N�� �L�Q�� �*�D�O�i�S�D�J�R�V�� �L�J�X�D�Q�D�V���� �:�K�L�O�H�� �W�K�H�V�H�� �V�W�X�G�L�H�V��
acknowledge that early-life mortality is substantial, 
�W�K�H�� �I�H�Z�� �D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H�� �U�H�S�R�U�W�V�� �R�I�� �L�Q�W�U�D�V�S�H�F�L�¿�F�� �L�Q�W�H�U�D�F�W�L�R�Q�V��
involving adults and juveniles in iguanids are restricted 
to rare observations of aggression or cannibalism, 
primarily in insular or high-density populations, such 
as in Cyclura���V�S�S���� ���3�p�U�H�]���%�X�L�W�U�D�J�R���H�W���D�O������ ������������ �D�Q�G��I. 
iguana�����Y�D�Q���G�H�Q���%�X�U�J���D�Q�G���.�D�L�V�H�U������������������

Here, we present camera-trap evidence of an 
aggressive interaction between an adult male C. 
subcristatus���D�Q�G���D���F�R�Q�V�S�H�F�L�¿�F���Q�H�R�Q�D�W�H���R�Q���:�R�O�I���9�R�O�F�D�Q�R����
�,�V�D�E�H�O�D�� �,�V�O�D�Q�G���� �*�D�O�i�S�D�J�R�V�����7�K�L�V�� �R�E�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�� �U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�V��
a rare observation of adult–neonate aggression in 
iguanids under natural conditions and contributes novel 
information to the understanding of potential sources 
�R�I�� �H�D�U�O�\���O�L�I�H�� �P�R�U�W�D�O�L�W�\�� �D�Q�G�� �L�Q�W�U�D�V�S�H�F�L�¿�F�� �L�Q�W�H�U�D�F�W�L�R�Q�V�� �L�Q��
iguanid lizards.

Materials and Methods 

Study area.�� �:�H�� �F�D�U�U�L�H�G�� �R�X�W�� �W�K�L�V�� �V�W�X�G�\�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H��
�Q�R�U�W�K�Z�H�V�W�H�U�Q�� �V�O�R�S�H�V�� �R�I�� �:�R�O�I�� �9�R�O�F�D�Q�R���� �,�V�D�E�H�O�D�� �,�V�O�D�Q�G����
�*�D�O�i�S�D�J�R�V�� ���������������ƒ�1���� ���������������ƒ�:���� �H�O�H�Y�D�W�L�R�Q������������ �P������
�7�K�H�� �K�D�E�L�W�D�W�� �L�V�� �F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�L�V�H�G�� �E�\�� �D�U�L�G�� �Y�R�O�F�D�Q�L�F�� �W�H�U�U�D�L�Q��
dominated by sparse shrubs and cacti, with strong 
�V�H�D�V�R�Q�D�O�� �Y�D�U�L�D�W�L�R�Q�� �L�Q�� �W�H�P�S�H�U�D�W�X�U�H�� �D�Q�G�� �S�U�H�F�L�S�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q���� �,�Q��
this area, C. subcristatus occurs syntopically with the 
�3�L�Q�N�� �/�D�Q�G�� �,�J�X�D�Q�D����Conolophus marthae�� ���*�H�Q�W�L�O�H�� �	��
�6�Q�H�O�O�������������������D�V���G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�H�G���E�\���*�D�U�J�D�Q�R���H�W���D�O������������������

Camera trap survey. Camera traps were deployed 
as part of a long-term monitoring program aimed at 
improving knowledge of the ecology of C. marthae, 
in accordance with the species’ conservation and 
�P�D�Q�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W���S�O�D�Q�����5�X�H�G�D���H�W���D�O���������������������6�L�Q�F�H���6�H�S�W�H�P�E�H�U��

Herpetology Notes��������������–���������S�X�E�O�L�V�K�H�G���R�Q���������)�H�E�U�X�D�U�\����������

Adult aggression toward hatchlings in Yellow Land Iguanas, 
Conolophus subcristatus (Gray, 1831), on Wolf Volcano, Isabela 

Island, Galápagos
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�¿�Q�D�O�� �L�P�D�J�H�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �V�H�T�X�H�Q�F�H�� �V�K�R�Z�� �W�K�H�� �D�G�X�O�W�� �P�R�Y�L�Q�J��
�D�Z�D�\�� �I�U�R�P�� �W�K�H�� �F�D�P�H�U�D�¶�V�� �¿�H�O�G�� �R�I�� �Y�L�H�Z���� �7�K�H�� �X�O�W�L�P�D�W�H��
fate of the neonate could not be determined from the 
available images.

Discussion

�7�K�H�� �D�J�J�U�H�V�V�L�Y�H�� �L�Q�W�H�U�D�F�W�L�R�Q�� �G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�H�G�� �K�H�U�H��
between an adult male Conolophus subcristatus and 
�D�� �F�R�Q�V�S�H�F�L�¿�F�� �Q�H�R�Q�D�W�H�� �U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�V�� �D�� �U�D�U�H�� �R�E�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I��
�D�G�X�O�W�±�Q�H�R�Q�D�W�H�� �D�J�J�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q�� �X�Q�G�H�U�� �Q�D�W�X�U�D�O�� �F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V���� �,�Q��
�U�H�S�W�L�O�H�V���� �L�Q�W�U�D�V�S�H�F�L�¿�F�� �D�J�J�U�H�V�V�L�Y�H�� �L�Q�W�H�U�D�F�W�L�R�Q�V�� �L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�L�Q�J��
�M�X�Y�H�Q�L�O�H�V�� �R�U�� �Q�H�R�Q�D�W�H�V�� �D�U�H�� �J�H�Q�H�U�D�O�O�\�� �L�Q�I�U�H�T�X�H�Q�W�� �D�Q�G��
�V�W�U�R�Q�J�O�\�� �F�R�Q�W�H�[�W���G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�W���� �R�F�F�X�U�U�L�Q�J�� �X�Q�G�H�U�� �V�S�H�F�L�¿�F��
ecological or demographic circumstances rather than 
�D�V�� �D�� �U�H�J�X�O�D�U�� �E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�X�U�D�O�� �V�W�U�D�W�H�J�\�� ���)�R�[���� ������������ �3�R�O�L�V����
�������������3�R�O�L�V���D�Q�G���0�\�H�U�V�������������������6�X�F�K���H�Y�H�Q�W�V���D�U�H���W�\�S�L�F�D�O�O�\��
interpreted as facultative behaviours associated with 
size asymmetries, territoriality, or opportunistic 
responses, and do not necessarily implicate intentional 
�L�Q�I�D�Q�W�L�F�L�G�H�� �R�U�� �F�D�Q�Q�L�E�D�O�L�V�P���� �6�L�P�L�O�D�U�� �D�Q�G�� �U�D�U�H�� �F�R�Q�W�H�V�W��
dependent cases involving infanticide or cannibalism 
have been reported across diverse lizard lineages, 
�R�I�W�H�Q�� �E�D�V�H�G�� �R�Q�� �L�V�R�O�D�W�H�G�� �¿�H�O�G�� �U�H�F�R�U�G�V�� �R�U�� �R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�V�W�L�F��
observations, highlighting the value of documenting 
�V�X�F�K�� �H�Y�H�Q�W�V�� �G�H�V�S�L�W�H�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �D�S�S�D�U�H�Q�W���O�R�Z�� �I�U�H�T�X�H�Q�F�\�� ���Y�D�Q��
�%�O�H�U�N���H�W���D�O������������������

�,�Q���O�L�]�D�U�G�V�����D�W�W�D�F�N�V���R�Q���V�P�D�O�O�H�U���F�R�Q�V�S�H�F�L�¿�F�V���K�D�Y�H���R�I�W�H�Q��
been described as by-products of territorial defence 
or mistaken predatory responses, particularly under 
�F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I�� �I�U�H�T�X�H�Q�W���H�Q�F�R�X�Q�W�H�U�V���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���D�J�H���F�O�D�V�V�H�V��
and high local density, as documented in insular 
�V�\�V�W�H�P�V�� ���3�R�O�L�V���� ������������ �&�R�R�S�H�U�� �H�W�� �D�O������ �������������� �:�L�W�K�L�Q��
�L�J�X�D�Q�L�G�� �O�L�]�D�U�G�V���� �U�H�S�R�U�W�V�� �R�I�� �L�Q�W�U�D�V�S�H�F�L�¿�F�� �D�J�J�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q��
toward juveniles or neonates are relatively scarce, but 
�K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�H�G���L�Q���L�Q�V�X�O�D�U���V�\�V�W�H�P�V�����H���J�������3�p�U�H�]��
Buitrago et al., 2006) and, more rarely, in mainland 
�S�R�S�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� ���H���J������ �Y�D�Q�� �G�H�Q�� �%�X�U�J�� �D�Q�G�� �.�D�L�V�H�U���� ��������������
Although the present observation includes the adult 
male orally manipulating the neonate, consumption 
was not observed, and therefore this event cannot be 
�F�R�Q�F�O�X�V�L�Y�H�O�\���F�O�D�V�V�L�¿�H�G���D�V���F�D�Q�Q�L�E�D�O�L�V�P���R�U���S�U�H�G�D�W�L�R�Q��

�7�K�H�� �H�D�U�O�\�� �S�R�V�W���K�D�W�F�K�L�Q�J�� �S�H�U�L�R�G�� �U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�V�� �D�� �F�U�L�W�L�F�D�O��
and vulnerable life stage for Conolophus species. 
�3�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V�� �V�W�X�G�L�H�V�� �R�Q��C. subcristatus have documented 
high mortality during the earliest life stages, largely 
attributed to predation, environmental exposure, and 
�O�L�P�L�W�H�G�� �D�F�F�H�V�V�� �W�R�� �V�X�L�W�D�E�O�H�� �U�H�I�X�J�H�V�� ���&�D�U�S�H�Q�W�H�U���� ������������
�6�Q�H�O�O�� �D�Q�G�� �7�U�D�F�\���� �������������� �7�K�H�� �R�E�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�� �U�H�S�R�U�W�H�G��
here suggests that, in addition to these well-known 
�I�D�F�W�R�U�V���� �L�Q�W�U�D�V�S�H�F�L�¿�F�� �D�J�J�U�H�V�V�L�Y�H�� �L�Q�W�H�U�D�F�W�L�R�Q�V�� �P�D�\��

occasionally contribute to neonatal mortality risk, 
particularly in areas where nesting grounds and adult 
�D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�\�� �R�Y�H�U�O�D�S�� �V�S�D�W�L�D�O�O�\�����7�K�H�� �I�D�F�W���W�K�D�W���W�K�L�V�� �L�Q�W�H�U�D�F�W�L�R�Q��
�Z�D�V�� �U�H�F�R�U�G�H�G�� �Z�L�W�K�L�Q�� �D�� �N�Q�R�Z�Q�� �Q�H�V�W�L�Q�J�� �D�U�H�D�� �R�Q�� �:�R�O�I��
�9�R�O�F�D�Q�R�� �L�V�� �Q�R�W�H�Z�R�U�W�K�\���� �D�V�� �V�X�F�K�� �V�L�W�H�V�� �P�D�\�� �U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W��
spatially sensitive zones where adult activity, territorial 
behaviour, and the presence of neonates converge, 
potentially increasing the likelihood of encounters 
between age classes. However, the present record does 
�Q�R�W���D�O�O�R�Z���L�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H���I�U�H�T�X�H�Q�F�\���R�U���G�H�P�R�J�U�D�S�K�L�F��
�V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�F�H���R�I���V�X�F�K���L�Q�W�H�U�D�F�W�L�R�Q�V��

�7�K�H���F�R�H�[�L�V�W�H�Q�F�H���R�I��C. subcristatus with the Critically 
�(�Q�G�D�Q�J�H�U�H�G��C. marthae�� �R�Q�� �:�R�O�I�� �9�R�O�F�D�Q�R�� �S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�V��
an important ecological context for this observation 
���*�H�Q�W�L�O�H���� �������������� �$�O�W�K�R�X�J�K�� �Q�R�� �H�Y�L�G�H�Q�F�H�� �F�X�U�U�H�Q�W�O�\��
exists of similar adult–neonate interactions involving 
C. marthae, the present record highlights a form of 
�L�Q�W�U�D�V�S�H�F�L�¿�F�� �L�Q�W�H�U�D�F�W�L�R�Q�� �W�K�D�W�� �P�D�\�� �E�H�� �U�H�O�H�Y�D�Q�W�� �D�V�� �D��
reference when evaluating early-life mortality risks in 
sympatric Conolophus species occupying shared nesting 
areas. Continued monitoring to better characterise 
�Z�K�H�W�K�H�U�� �D�J�J�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q�� �E�\�� �D�G�X�O�W�� �L�J�X�D�Q�D�V�� �D
u�H�F�W�V�� �Q�H�R�Q�D�W�H��
survival in C. subcristatus and C. marthae is warranted 
for both species, including an improved understanding 
�R�I�� �Z�K�H�W�K�H�U�� �L�Q�W�H�U�V�S�H�F�L�¿�F�� �L�Q�W�H�U�D�F�W�L�R�Q�V�� �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q�� �W�K�H�V�H��
sympatric species also occur within shared nesting 
areas.
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�6�H�E�D�V�W�L�i�Q���%�D�O�O�H�V�W�H�U�R�V�����&�D�U�R�O�L�Q�D���/�R�\�R�O�D���D�Q�G���/�X�L�V���6�i�Q�F�K�H�]���I�R�U���W�K�H�L�U��
dedication and careful work in collecting and reviewing camera-
trap images.
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