
Species of the genus Momotus Brisson, 1760 are 

medium-sized birds distributed from northern Mexico 

to South America, easily recognisable by their long tails 

ending in a racket shape (Stiles, 2009; Sandoval-Comte 

et al., 2014). The Amazonian Motmot Momotus momota 

(Linnaeus, 1766) is monogamous and usually nests in 

ground burrows. They occur mainly in areas of forest 

with a closed canopy, where they exhibit predominantly 

sedentary behaviour, suggesting a lower energy demand 

compared to smaller birds (Sandoval-Comte et al., 

2014; Silva et al., 2023; Pesquero et al., 2025).

Like lizards and mammals, birds are among the 

vertebrates most frequently found in the diet of boids 

(Pizzato et al., 2009). The primary foraging method 

used by these predators to capture their prey is ambush 

behaviour, (sit and wait predation) and the use of 

locations with a higher Àow or presence of potential 
prey has already been recorded for some species 

(Bernarde and Abe, 2010; Barbier et al., 2023). Species 

of the genus Epicrates Wagler, 1830 exhibit a diet 

predominantly composed of birds, rodents, and bats, and 

may also consume eggs, although this remains poorly 

documented (Pizzato et al., 2009; Fiorillo and Batista, 

2019). Knowledge of feeding habits is fundamental 

for understanding the natural history of species and the 

interactions that occur within ecological communities 

(Falico et al., 2012; Linares et al., 2016).

The Paraguayan Rainbow Boa, Epicrates crassus 

Cope, 1826, is endemic to the Neotropical region, 

occurring on the Andean slopes of Bolivia, Argentina 

and Paraguay, and predominantly in the Brazilian 

Cerrado where it mainly inhabits primary and secondary 

forests (Nogueira et al., 2019). It is distinguished from 

other members of the Epicrates cenchria (Linnaeus, 

1758) complex by having a brown background 

colouration, light or dark, without drastic ontogenetic 

changes, like other species of the genus, it is nocturnal 

and is commonly found near water resources due to the 

high availability of prey (Passos and Fernandes, 2008). 

Although there are records documenting the diet of E. 

cenchria, little is known about other Epicrates species. 

In this context, we present here the ¿rst evidence of M. 

momota as prey of E. crassus in a conservation area of 

the Cerrado in Mato Grosso do Sul, Brazil.

On 16 November 2025, a guided group of tourists 

spotted an E. crassus preying upon a M. momota on the 

ground in a trail along the riverbank, at the Cânions do 

Rio Salobra (20.7786°S, 56.7464°W; SIRGAS2000; 

216 m elevation), in Parque Nacional da Serra da 

Bodoquena, Mato Grosso do Sul, Brazil. At the time of 

recording, the snake had already partially swallowed the 

bird, and only the rear tail feathers were still exposed 

(Fig. 1; video available at https://doi.org/10.6084/

m9.¿gshare.30758819). After recording this behaviour, 
the visitors were instructed to leave the area to avoid 

stressing the snake, which could interfere with its 

natural behaviour, inducing it to regurgitate the prey.

This record constitutes the ¿rst documented case of 
M. momota as a prey of E. crassus. Records of avian 

predation by Epicrates spp. are poorly documented in 

the literature compared with those involving mammals, 

particularly bats, which represent the most recurrent 

prey items for these snakes (Martin-Solano et al., 2016; 

Aya-Cuero et al., 2019; Genelhú et al., 2024). Leite 

and Dorado-Rodrigues (2017) previously reported 

E. cenchria visiting a nest of Myrmotherula assimilis 

Pelzeln, 1868. However, the authors only suggested 

prey consumption following the event, with no direct 
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con¿rmation of ingestion. Direct and spontaneous ¿eld 
observations, such as the one reported here, even if not 

related to systematic sampling, contribute to increasing 

our knowledge on species interactions.
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